
 

 

  
 

Press release 
 
 

Abénex takes over the Blanchon Group, European specialist in 
wood coating products, from the founding family 

 

Lyon (France), 24/07/2019 - Founded in 1832, the Blanchon Group is one of Europe's leading manufacturers of 
wood coating products through its comprehensive catalog of products for professionals and individuals. The 
operation allowed the numerous heirs of the founder to sell their shares. The entire management team led by 
Louis Philippe Reynaud are pursuing the Group's development alongside Abénex, the majority investor in the 
operation. 
 
The Blanchon Group is present through the Blanchon brand in professional stores and  thought Syntilor in DIY 
stores. These two brands have been a reference for users for many years. The Blanchon Group relies on highly 
advanced research and development to develop its 7,000 references manufactured in its 5 production sites. The 
Blanchon Group also produces varnishes for PVC floors, which it sells to the world's leading flooring 
manufacturers. Present in several countries in Europe and in major export markets thanks to the reputation of its 
brand and the quality of its products, the Group carries out nearly 30% of its business outside France. 
 
Since its creation, the Blanchon Group has always stood out through major innovations with a strong focus on 
respect for the environment, and major technological advances in varnishes for floor coverings. In recent years, 
the Group has invested heavily in optimising its production and logistics facilities to serve its development 
ambitions. 
 
 
Jérôme Vandermarcq, Head of the Abénex Lyon office: "The Blanchon Group benefits from an excellent technical 
know-how built up over the years by its teams. It has become a key player in the wood  coating and PVC flooring 
markets and has managed to create a very strong position in its market. We are delighted to take over this almost 
200-year-old family group alongside the entire management team, giving it the means to continue its development 
beyond the borders. " 
 

Louis-Philippe Reynaud, Chairman of the Blanchon Group: "We found common human values with Abénex. The 
desire to make the company grow in France and internationally has won over the teams, who have fully embraced 
the project. Abénex will help us consolidate the company's dynamic by giving it new means to support its 
development. " 
 
About the Blanchon Group 
www.blanchon.com 
Blanchon is a specialist in wood coating products. With its brands Syntilor in consumer distribution, Blanchon in 
the distribution market for building professionals and Blanchon Industrie for flooring manufacturers, the group is 
present in all customer categories in France. It carries out nearly 30% of its activity abroad thanks to the notoriety 
of its brands and its technical know-how recognised throughout the world. 
 

  

http://www.blanchon.com/


 

 

About Abénex (www.abenex.com) 
 
Founded in 1992, Abénex is a historical player in French private equity market, specialized in growth and buyout 
transactions both as a minority and majority shareholder. Independent for more than 10 years, Abénex operates 
on three segments of private equity: Smallcaps, Midcaps and Real-estate. 
 
On Small and Midcaps segments, Abénex is a long-term investor partnering with entrepreneurs and founding 
families, and operationally-involved in growth and operational optimization projects. Abénex is committed to the 
Management team’s success, providing them with a fully dedicated operational team to support their projects of 
transformation and external growth strategy. Abénex invests in SMEs valued up to €50m in Smallcaps and between 
€50m and €500m in Midcaps.  
 
Abénex’ real-estate team invests in Value-Add projects of up to €80m of asset value as well as in Core+ 
opportunities with an asset value in excess of €50m, notably in the retail, logistics, serviced residences and 
education sectors. 
 
The team is composed of 30 professionals with demonstrated and renowned expertise, located in Paris and Lyon. 
 

Abénex is approved by the AMF (Autorité des Marchés Financiers) to manage FPCI (Fonds Professionnels de Capital 
Investissement) and OPCI (Organismes de Placement Collectif Immobilier) 
 
Contacts 
Blanchon 
Louis-Philippe Reynaud 04 
72 89 06 06 

lreynaud@blanchon.com 
 

Abénex Capital 
Jérôme Vandermarcq Mathieu Mauhourat 
04 81 65 92 59 01 59 93 69 11 
Jerome.vandermarcq@abenex.com mathieu.mauhourat@abenex.com 
 

Management: Denis Reyes, Louis-Philippe Reynaud 
Counsel 
Lawyer: Cabinet Ratheaux (Henri Saint-Père, Valérie Ciancia) 
 
Seller: Family 
Counsel 
M&A counsel: CM-CIC Conseil (Christophe Kamel, Antoine Cucciaioni, Samuel Avetissian) 
Lawyer: Cabinet Ratheaux (Henri Saint-Père, Valérie Ciancia) 
Financial VDD: EY (Emmanuel Picard) 
 
Abénex: Jérôme Vandermarcq, Mathieu Mauhourat, Edouard Jeandey 
Counsel 
M&A counsel: Edmond de Rothschild (Nicolas Durieux) 
Lawyer: Lamartine (Cédric Sapède, Jérôme Peyraud) 
Financial due diligence: Deloitte (Eric Boucharlat, Youness El Ghalib) 
Strategic Due Diligence: Indéfi (Julien Berger, Mehdi Belefqih) 
Environmental Due Diligence: TAUW (Alice Bouvier) 
 

Financing: BNPP (Hervé Desbief), CIC (Caroline Castets), Société Générale (Peggy Lafontaine), LCL 
(Fabienne Martini), Crédit Agricole Centre Est (Claire Demengeot) 
Counsel 
Lawyer: Hogan Lovells (Sabine Bironneau) 
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