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Abénex acquires Origin, a distributor of industrial sealing solutions, 

from Initiative & Finance and Elige 

 

Lyon (France), September 28, 2022, We are pleased to announce that Abenex has acquired 

Origin Group, taking over from Initiative & Finance and Elige Capital, alongside its management 

team, led by Bertrand Sée. 

Origin Group, based in the Rhône-Alpes region, designs, manufactures and distributes industrial 

sealings solutions and generates €30 million of sales. The control of the entire value chain allows 

the Group to hold a unique position on the French market. Thanks to its extensive expertise, 

significant depth of product range and availability, Origin Group addresses a large variety of 

recurring customers and end-markets in France and abroad.  

Founded in 1992, the Group has distinguished itself through synergistic external growth, in 

particular since the arrival of Initiative & Finance and Elige Capital in 2016 with the realization 

of three acquisitions. Abénex intends to accelerate the consolidation of the market, which is still 

very fragmented. 

The transaction allows for a reorganization of the shareholder structure, with the exit of Initiative 

& Finance, Elige Capital and one of the historical founding families, as well as the entry of the 

management team into the capital.  

"We are excited about this partnership which will allow Origin Group to continue its development. 

With the support of Abénex, we are giving ourselves the means to strengthen our position as a 

leading player in the field of industrial sealing solutions while remaining focused on the high 

satisfaction of our customers", comments Bertrand Sée, President. 

"We were attracted not only by Origin Group's positioning as a one-stop-shop for a wide range 

of industrial customers but also by the resilience of its business. We are very pleased to support 

Bertrand and his management team in this new phase of development, a significant part of which 

will be based on external growth in order to create a true leader," said Jérôme Vandermarcq, 

Partner at Abénex. 

About Origin Group 

Origin Group generates nearly €30 million in revenues from a customer base of distributors, 

MRO players and end customers, which it addresses through its eight brands, based in France 

and Belgium. The Group currently employs nearly 180 people. It has a wide range of seals and 

custom sealing solutions, enabling it to address a large number of needs, both as original 

equipment and as replacements, and a wide variety of end markets, such as hydraulics, energy 

and the food industry, among others.   
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About Abénex (www.abenex.com) 

Founded in 1992, Abénex is a historical player in the small and mid cap private equity market, 

specialized in growth and buyout transactions in Europe both as a minority and majority 

shareholder. Independent for more than 14 years, Abénex operates on three segments of private 

equity: Small-cap, Mid-cap and Real-estate. 

On Small and Mid-cap segments, Abénex is a long-term investor partnering with entrepreneurs 

and founding families, and operationally-involved in growth and operational optimization 

projects. Abénex typically invests in SMEs valued up to €50m in Small-cap and between €50m 

and €300m in Mid-cap.  

Abénex is committed to the Management team’s success, providing them with a fully dedicated 

operational team. Being a pioneer in 2008 when setting up the team, Abénex now has 5 seasoned 

professionals contributing to strategic initiatives, business structuration and transformation, 

profitable growth, sustainability and value generation. Abénex was also instrumental in the 

creation of Operating Partners Club of France Invest launched in 2020. 

The team is composed of 40+ professionals with demonstrated and renowned expertise, located 

in Paris and Lyon. 

Press contact: 

• Abénex: Jérôme Vandermarcq 

+33 6 60 19 49 26 / Jerome.vandermarcq@abenex.com  

Seller’s advisors:  

M&A: Natixis Partners (Jean-Noël Combasson, Pierre Audras) 

Legal, Tax and Social: Lamartine Conseil (Stéphane Rodriguez, Ugo Audouard) 

Financial VDD: BM&A (Antoine Duranson) 

Legal (Sellers): Lamartine Conseil (Stéphane Rodriguez, Ugo Audouard), EY Avocats 

Legal (Management): Quadratur Avocats (Gilles Fresel) 

Abénex’s advisors 

Abénex: Jérôme Vandermarcq, Edouard Jeandey, Nico Scheiner 

Legal: McDermott Will & Emery 

• Corporate: Grégoire Andrieux, Antoine Ricol 

• Financing: Pierre-Arnoux Mayoly, Stanislas Chenu 

• Tax: Romain Desmonts, Paul-Henry de Laguiche 

Financial BDD: PwC (Martin Naquet-Radiguet, Rodolphe Challand) 

Legal, Tax, Social BDD: KPMG Avocats (Xavier Houard, Florence Olivier) 

Commercial BDD: Indefi (Julien Berger, Adam Laissaoui) 

ESG BDD: Better Way, Carbometrix 

M&A: Edmond de Rothschild (Nicolas Durieux, Pierre Boscher) 

Financing advisors:  Finaxeed (Vincent Rivaillon, Rémi Coupard) 
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